
Plan and Prepare for Available  
Plenary Indulgences in November 

 
Consider making the upcoming All Saints Day 
(November 1st) and All Souls Day (November 2nd) feasts 
extra special this year by preparing spiritually in 
advance to create the opportunity to gain a plenary 
indulgence for a deceased friend or member of your 
family. 

 

Spiritual Preparation 

A plenary indulgence may be gained only once on any day; the person must have at least the 
general intention of gaining a plenary indulgence; and must perform the acts enjoined at the 
stipulated time and manner required. 

The person must be free from all attachments to sin, even venial sin; perform the indulgenced 
work, and fulfill 3 conditions:  a sacramental confession; eucharistic communion; and prayer for 
the Pope’s intentions.   

Several plenary indulgences may be gained on the basis of a single sacramental confession; 
however, only one plenary indulgence may be gained on the basis of a single eucharistic 
communion and prayer for the Pope’s intentions. 

Prayer for the Pope’s intentions is satisfied by reciting one Our Father and one Hail Mary for his 
intentions. 

Visiting a Cemetery 

A Plenary Indulgence is granted the Christian faithful who devoutly visit a cemetery and pray, if 
only mentally, for the dead from November 1st through November 8th.  This indulgence is 
applicable only to the souls in purgatory.  One plenary indulgence may be gained on each one of 
these days, a potential of 8 plenary indulgences.  To maximize this benefit, the Christian faithful 
must complete a sacramental confession, and then receive daily eucharistic communion, and 
pray daily for the Pope’s intentions from November 1st through November 8th. 

Visiting a Church (St. Anthony’s) or an Oratory (Billings Adoration Chapel) on All Souls Day 

A plenary indulgence, which is only applicable to the souls in purgatory, is granted the Christian 
faithful who devoutly visit a church or an oratory on All Souls Day. 

According to norm 16 of the apostolic constitution, this visit is to include the “recitation of the 
Lord’s Prayer and the Creed (Pater and Credo)”. 

Please note, in the event you visit a cemetery and a church on All Souls Day and perform the 
required prayers, you may gain only one plenary indulgence, which is the number permitted each 
day. 


